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SUBJECT: INTERVIEW WITH "MONDAY MORNING" 

1 . FAWAZ NAJIA, EDITOR IN-CHIEF OF PROMINENT BEIRUT ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE "MONDSTTED 

TO THE EMBASSY A LIST OF QUESTIONS ON US POLICY IN LEBANON. 

THESE QUESTIONS AND OUR PROPOSED ANSWERS ARE IN PARAGRAPHS 
2-11 BELOW. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT RESPONSE TO FINAL QUESTION 
ON WHICH WE HAVE NO INFORMATION. "MONDAY MORNING" IS 
AGREEABLE TO REASONABLE ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR AMENDMENTS 
TO QUESTIONS THEMSELVES. REQUEST DEPARTMENT CONCURRENCE AND/ 
OR COMMENTS BY COB SEP 16 WASHINGTON TIME IN ORDER TO MAKE 
"MONDAY MORNING'S" DEADLINE FOR SEPT 20 PUBLICATION. 

2. Q. IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE BEFORE LEAVING FOR AFRICA. 

SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER SAID THE US HAS INVITED 
PRESIDENT-ELECT SARKIS TO SEND AN ENVOY TO WASHINGTON FOR 
TALKS ON THE LEBANESE CRISIS. HAS THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
NAMED THE ENVOY YET AND WHEN IS HE EXPECTED IN 
WASHINGTON? ALSO, DOES THE INVITATION IMPLY THAT THE 

US GOVERNMENT IS WILLING TO HELP MR. SARKIS PUT AN END 
TO THE CRISIS IN LEBANON? 
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A. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE FOR YOU TO ASK 
THE PRESIDENT-ELECT HIMSELF ABOUT HIS INTENTIONS TO SEND AN 
ENVOY AND, IF SO, WHO IT WILL BE. THE UNITED STATES IS 
CERTAINLY PREPARED TO HELP PRESIDENT-ELECT SARKIS RESTORE PEACE 
TO LEBANON. 

3. Q. IN THE SAME PRESS CONFERENCE, THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE SAID THE LEBANESE CRISIS SHOULD BE SETTLED ON 

THE BASIS OF "THE AGREEMENT REACHED IN DAMASCUS EARLIER 
THIS YEAR." WAS HE REFERRING TO THE FEBRUARY 14 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN PRESIDENTS ASSAD AND FRANJIEH OR TO 
THE JULY 29 DAMASCUS AGREEMENT OVER LEBANON BETWEEN 
SYRIA AND THE PLO? 

A. SECRETARY KISSINGER WAS REFERRING PRIMARILY TO 

THE AGREEMENT REACHED IN FEBRUARY, SOMETIMES CALLED THE 

"BAABDA DOCUMENT.” 

4. Q. CAN LEBANON LOOK FORWARD TO AN IMMINENT 
APPOINTMENT OF A PERMANENT US AMBASSADOR IN BEIRUT, THE 
RETURN OF EMBASSY PERSONNEL AND THE RESUMPTION OF 
NORMAL EMBASSY OPERATIONS? 

A. THE STAFFING OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN 
BEIRUT IS OF COURSE DEPENDENT ON THE SECURITY SITUATION 
HERE. WE WILL HAVE A PERMANENT AMBASSADOR AND RETURN TO 
A LARGER STAFF WHEN CONDITIONS PERMIT. THE UNITED 
STATES CHERISHES ITS LONG-STANDING RELATIONS WITH 
LEBANON AND LOOKS FORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN WE CAN RESUME 
THE FULL RANGE OF EMBASSY FUNCTIONS IN ALL PARTS OF 
LEBANON. 

5. Q. THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF SPECULATION ABOUT THE 
READINESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO HELP RECONSTRUCT 
LEBANON THROUGH SOME KIND OF "MARSHALL PLAN" ONCE PEACE 
AND ORDER ARE REESTABLISHED IN THE COUNTRY. COULD YOU 
COMMENT ON THAT? 

AA.THE UNITED STATES HAS MADE CLEAR ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS THAT WE STAND READY TO ACTIVELY ASSIST IN 
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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF LEBANON BOTH DIRECTLY AND IN 
COOPERATION WITH OTHER COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. WE WOULD EXPECT TO WORK OUT THE DETAILS 
OF THESE ACTIONS WITH THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT ONCE 
HOSTILITIES HAVE CEASED. 

6. Q. IS THE RECENT APPROPRIATION OF 35 MILLION 
DOLLARS BY THE US CONGRESS IN RELIEF AID TO LEBANON 
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AND PRESS REPORTS ABOUT THE ACQUISITION BY THE CHASE 
MANHATTAN BANK OF A NUMBER OF MAJOR HOTELS IN BEIRUT 
INDICATIVE OF WASHINGTON'S FAITH IN LEBANON'S RECOVERY? 

A. THE ACTION OF THE SENATE IN APPROPRIATING 
35 MILLION DOLLARS FOR RELIEF IN LEBANON IS AN 
INDICATION OF US INTEREST IN LEBANON AND OUR CONCERN 
OVER THE PRESENT TRAGEDY. WE HAVE GREAT FAITH IN THE 
ABILITY OF THE LEBANESE TO REBUILD THEIR COUNTRY ONCE 
THE FIGHTING HAS STOPPED. 

7. Q. COULD YOU OUTLINE TO US THE US GOVERNMENT 
POSITION ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING: 

A. SYRIAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN LEBANON. 

B. THE ARAB LEAGUE PEACE-KEEPING FORCE IN LEBANON. 

C. ARMED MILITARY PRESENCE OF THE PALESTINIANS 
IN LEBANON. 

D. ISRAELI MILITARY PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON 

AND THE ' OPEN-DOOR'' POLICY APPLIED BY ISRAEL ALONG ITS 
BORDERS WITH LEBANON. 

A. AS SECRETARY KISSINGER SAID IN HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE ON SEP 1 1, THE UNITED STATES FAVORS A 
NEGOTIATED SOLUTION IN LEBANON. WE SUPPORT ALL 
INITIATIVES THAT COULD LEAD TO SUCH A SOLUTION. WE 
HAVE ALSO ANNOUNCED REPEATEDLY THAT WE SUPPORT THE 
INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF LEBANON AND 
WE WILL USE OUR INFLUENCE TOWARDS THESE ENDS. 

8. Q. UNITED STATES OFFICIALS HAVE GONE ON RECORD 
SAYING THE LEBANESE CRISIS HAS STOPPED THE MOMENTUM 
FOR A NEGOTIATED PEACE SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
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COULD YOU ELABORATE ON THAT? 

A. THE GOAL OF THE UNITED STATES POLICY IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST IS TO HELP TO BRING ABOUT A PERMANENT 
PEACE BETWEEN THE ARAB STATES AND ISRAEL. TO THE 
EXTENT THAT THE LEBANESE CRISIS HAS DIVERTED THE 
ENERGIES AND ATTENTION OF THE STATES IN THE AREA FROM 
THIS PROBLEM IT HAS SLOWED DOWN PROGRESS TOWARDS THE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF PERMANENT PEACE IN THE AREA. 

9. Q. DOES THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT LOOK 
FAVORABLY AT THE PROJECTED CONFEDERATION BETWEEN SYRIA, 
LEBANON, JORDAN AND THE PALESTINIANS? 

A. THIS IS A MATTER FOR THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED. 
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10. Q. TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE DIRECT CONTACTS BETWEEN 
THE US EMBASSY IN BEIRUT AND PLO OFFICIALS HERE ON THE 
EVACUATION OF US NATIONALS EARLIER THIS SUMMER PAVED 
THE GROUND FOR FURTHER TALKS BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND 
THE PLO? ALSO, WHAT ARE WASHINGTON'S CONDITIONS TO 
EXTEND FULL RECOGNITION OF THE PLO? 

A. CONTACTS BETWEEN THIS EMBASSY AND THE PLO HAVE 
BEEN AND CONTINUE TO BE STRICTLY ON THE TECHNICAL LEVEL 
FOR SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS, INCLUDING EVACUATIONS. THESE 
SECURITY CONTACTS HAVE NO POLITICAL CONNOTATIONS. ON 
THE QUESTION OF "RECOGNITION," THE UNITED STATES HAS 
CONSISTENTLY TAKEN THE POSITION THAT WE CANNOT DEAL 
WITH THE "PLO" AS LONG AS IT REFUSES TO SUPPORT 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242; THAT IS, AS LONG AS 
IT REFUSES TO RECOGNIZE THE EXISTENCE OF ONE OF THE 
INEVITABLE PARTIES TO ANY FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS. 

1 1. Q. HAS THERE BEEN OFFICIAL CONTACT BETWEEN 
WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW TO CIRCUMSCRIBE THE LEBANESE 
CRISIS? AND HOW EFFECTIVE HAVE THESE BEEN? 

A. (DEPARTMENT PLEASE PROVIDE ANSWER.) 

LANE 
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